
Act Three
From Dr Who’s sidekick to EastEnders, via
Shakespeare, Louise Jameson is now writing her
own TV series, as well as acting, directing and
running drama groups in Tunbridge Wells
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Depending on your vintage, you’ll
remember Louise Jameson as 
Dr Who’s barbarian warrior

sidekick, Leela of the Sevateem, in the
1970s, Blanche in Tenko back in 1981
(her personal favourite) or, more recently,
as Rosa di Marco, widowed matriarch in
EastEnders eight years ago. 

Right now she’s heading up to Glasgow
every week to play hairdresser Viv in the
BBC Scotland series River City – “toyboy
grabbing, internet dating – lush!” she
chuckles, adding that while her character
has taken a bit of a back seat, the free
(waged) time is enabling her to tackle all
sorts of other exciting projects.

Versatility has always been this actor’s
strength, and while she may not have
achieved the big-screen success of some 
of her contemporaries (though she did
get to snog Richard Gere in a screen test
for Yanks), her varied roles and
enthusiasm at embracing other aspects of
her craft, such as writing, directing and
producing, have kept her in the public
eye and, most importantly, working.

We’re chatting over drinks at one of her
favourite locals, The Beacon in Rusthall,
not far from her Tunbridge Wells home
of the past 20 years, where she lives with
the younger of her two sons, and Louise
is telling me all about her latest project. 

She has always tutored and directed
students as her “safety net job”, and very
much believes in handing on the baton 
of her experience, so launching the
Sunday Drama College last September
with a group of mixed ability 14 to 21-
year-olds from west Kent and East Sussex
seemed entirely logical. 

They’ve already put on their first
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From Shakespeare to 
Dr Who’s sidekick, Louise
Jameson is now writing,
acting and directing too 
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